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A boulder rests beneath the shade of a tree at the Phoenix Pioneer and Military Memorial Park. 
Because of the desert terrain that accentuates the park, one could walk past the stone that honors 
the 11-acre cemetery as a historic place. 

The low-maintenance gravel landscape in downtown Phoenix is home to 3,700 gravesites. Of 
those, roughly 600 are marked with headstones. Some headstones were moved; some did not 
make the trip from the original cemetery; and others were vandalized, stolen, or destroyed by 
termites. Several look like chipped teeth, with a corner missing or their other half laying beside 
them. 

The list of cemetery occupants includes confederates, union workers and even Rough Riders. 
One of the most notable occupants is Darell Duppa, who named both Phoenix and Tempe. He is 
buried in the Masonic section of the cemetery. Another legend is Jacob Waltz, known as the 
“Old Dutchman” who supposedly discovered what is known today as The Lost Dutchman Gold 
Mine in the Superstition Mountains, which many continue to seek today. He now resides in the 
City/Loosley area of the park

The park also honors veterans who served in the Mexican War, Civil War, Indian Campaigns, 
Spanish American War and the Philippine Insurrection.

According to the National Park Service's National Register of Historic Places, the fundamentals 
for evaluation and consideration of being established as a historic place mean that each property 
should be roughly 50 years or older and look similar to its original appearance. It should hold 
historical importance in relation to past events and developments, and the property must be 
significant to the lives of past people and be able to provide knowledge through archeological 
investigation. 

Having met the criteria, the Phoenix Pioneer and Military Memorial Park became recognized as 
a historic place on February 2, 2007, and received the boulder with a commemorative plaque 
attached to its face.

The cemetery was created in Arizona’s earlier days when local fraternities purchased the land 
after the original cemetery near the train tracks had become deteriorated. Land they did not need 
was sold for other families to use or to move members from the original city cemetery a few 
blocks away.

Beginning in 1884, each fraternity created its own section in the park. The seven cemeteries that 
compose the park, the Ancient Order of United Workers, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
Knights of Pythias, Loosley, Masons, Porter and Rosedale were used until its closing in 1914, 
when a law that terminated any more burials within the vicinity of the city had been conceived. 

A small group of volunteers — members of the Pioneers’ Cemetery Association, Inc.— is 
charged with the care and preservation of the park and its people in the hope that future 



generations will appreciate the park and its historic significance. 

Volunteers work to maintain the cemetery and continue to work on projects in relation to the 
park and those buried behind the wrought-iron gates. On special occasions, walking tours are 
held for those wanting to learn the stories of the people and legends surrounding the cemeteries. 
Individuals who wish to visit the park and organize a private tour may call. 


