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Recent anthropological research may be able to prove that the Amazon rainforest had once been 

home to a highly-evolved society. Many believed that no life could exist for long periods of time 

in such harsh and inhospitable conditions, until now.

Main evidence points to fertile soil on plots of land throughout the region, which scientists 

originally attributed to natural causes like volcanic eruptions or aged swamps.

However, the in-depth analysis of the ground soil performed by scholars from different 

backgrounds says that human activity is the only explanation for the natural material that was 

discovered, such as charcoal and debris from fire burnings. Further support comes from the 

groups of flora in the area. Scientists believe that fruit trees were planted in sustainable, 

organized patterns by the residents to maintain their livelihood. In other areas of the Amazon, 

researchers have found ceramics and other proof of man-made ingenuity to support a society, 

like a network of waterways.

Despite the findings, opponents say the proof may not necessarily mean that the people were as 

civilized or as large in size as the scientists thought, believing the Amazon could not support 

such a big population. Some critics are asking questions as to why the society vanished or are 

wondering why the only remaining forest residents are small, migratory tribes.

Scientists, of course, have answers, believing that imported European diseases may have been a 

primary cause of the complex society’s demise. Although both sides will continue to support 

their different theories on the civilization and history of the Amazon rainforest, the primary 

cause of concern on the minds of some seems to be its future, which is in danger of encroaching 

miners and loggers that will harm its natural resources and beauty.


